
Request:  Swim lesson cancellation. Feedback. 

Ref:  ELIR00474 Working Days to Respond: 5 

Received: 06.07.26 Responded: 03.07.26 

Legislation: Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 

 
 

Summary of the Request 
 

Information relating to changes to Relaxed Swim provision at Portobello 

Swim Centre and the Royal Commonwealth Pool, including any Equality 

Impact Assessment undertaken, equality and accessibility considerations, 

the rationale for the timetable changes, and any recorded plans to review or 

restore removed sessions.

 

Response  

Outcome  
Partial Disclosure / Information Not Held  

Statutory provisions applied: 

FOISA: Section 17, Section 38(1)(b) 

 

Question 1 
What Equality Impact Assessment was undertaken before these changes 
were made? 

Response 

Information Not Held – Section 17(1) of FOISA 

Edinburgh Leisure does not hold a recorded Equality Impact Assessment 
("EqIA"), or equivalent assessment document, relating to the timetable 
changes referred to in your request. 

In accordance with section 17(1) of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) 
Act 2002, Edinburgh Leisure hereby gives notice that the information you 
have requested is not held. 

Additional Information 

Although not required under FOISA, Edinburgh Leisure can advise that: 



• At Portobello Swim Centre, programme changes were required 
following the closure of the main pool, resulting in a temporary need 
to operate from one pool rather than two. 

• A significant amount of the existing programme required to be 
accommodated within the smaller teaching pool while repairs to the 
main pool are undertaken. 

• At the Royal Commonwealth Pool, no formal Equality Impact 
Assessment was undertaken. Operational considerations focused on 
usage levels and programme requirements. 

 

Question 2 
How Edinburgh Leisure concluded that reducing Relaxed Swim provision 
was compatible with its commitment to inclusion, accessibility and its 
obligations under the Equality Act 2010? 

Response 

Information Not Held – Section 17(1) of FOISA 

Edinburgh Leisure does not hold recorded information that specifically 
assesses or documents how the reduction in Relaxed Swim sessions was 
considered against Edinburgh Leisure's commitments to inclusion and 
accessibility or its obligations under the Equality Act 2010. 

In accordance with section 17(1) of FOISA, Edinburgh Leisure therefore gives 
notice that this information is not held. 

Additional Information 

While no recorded assessment of this nature is held, staff have advised 
that: 

Portobello Swim Centre 

• Programme changes were implemented because the main pool is 
currently unavailable, resulting in temporary capacity restrictions. 

• Existing activities normally delivered across two pools had to be 
accommodated within a single pool. 

• The current arrangements are not intended to be permanent. 

• Edinburgh Leisure's intention is to return to normal programming 
once the main pool reopens. 

Royal Commonwealth Pool 

• Relaxed Swim sessions were originally introduced following the 
Covid-19 pandemic as sessions aimed at adults seeking a quieter 
swimming environment and to build water confidence. 



• Operational decisions regarding session numbers were informed by 
programme requirements and observed attendance levels. 

• One teaching-pool session was required to be reallocated to 
accommodate a school swimming programme from January 2026. 

• During school holiday periods, session availability is further reduced 
because Edinburgh Leisure cannot guarantee the quieter environment 
normally associated with the Relaxed Swim sessions. 

Edinburgh Leisure does not hold recorded information identifying the 
Relaxed Swim programme as a service specifically targeted at disabled 
people, autistic people, neurodivergent people, people with sensory 
sensitivities, or any other protected characteristic group. 

 

Question 3 
How does Edinburgh Leisure believe the current provision adequately 
replaces the previous provision? 

Response: Information Not Held – Section 17(1) FOISA 

Edinburgh Leisure does not hold recorded information assessing whether a 
single Relaxed Swim session adequately replaces the previous level of 
provision. 

FOISA provides a right of access to recorded information held by a Scottish 
public authority. It does not require an authority to provide opinions, create 
explanations, or generate new information in response to a request. 

Edinburgh Leisure has enclosed copies of email trails located that discuss 
programming changes, subject to appropriate redaction of personal 
information. 

Additional Information 

Although not required under FOISA, the relevant service managers have 
advised: 

Portobello Swim Centre 

• The reduction in Relaxed Swim provision is linked to the temporary 
closure of the main pool and the requirement to accommodate a 
broader programme within the remaining pool space. 

• Current arrangements are intended to be temporary pending 
completion of repair works and reopening of the main pool. 

Royal Commonwealth Pool 

• Relaxed Swim sessions were reduced from four sessions to three 
sessions per week following the introduction of a school swimming 
lesson programme. 



• During school holiday periods, only one weekly session remains as 
Edinburgh Leisure cannot guarantee that the teaching-pool 
environment will remain quiet where family swimming activity is also 
taking place. 

• Programming decisions at RCP are made independently and are not 
coordinated with programming at Portobello Swim Centre. 

 

Question 4 
Does Edinburgh Leisure intend to restore any of the removed Relaxed Swim 
sessions? 

Response: Release of Information / Information Not Held S17(1) 

Edinburgh Leisure does not hold a formal recorded decision document 
specifically addressing the restoration of all removed Relaxed Swim 
sessions. 

Searches identified recorded information indicating that: 

• At the Royal Commonwealth Pool, the service intends to return to 
three Relaxed Swim sessions per week following the summer holiday 
period, with programming expected to resume from August 2026. 

• At Portobello Swim Centre, the current reduced provision is linked to 
the temporary closure of the main pool. The intention is to return to 
normal programming arrangements when the main pool becomes 
operational again. 

Relevant recorded information identified during our searches is enclosed 
with this response. 

 

Information Provided 
The following information falls within the scope of your request and is 
enclosed: 

1. Redacted email correspondence relating to Relaxed Swim 
programming. 

2. Redacted programming information relating to swimming activities. 

3. Summer pool timetable information. 

4. Relevant supporting records identified during searches. 

 

Exemptions Applied 
The following exemption has been applied to some of the information 
provided: 



Section 38(1)(b) – Personal Information 

Some information has been redacted because it constitutes personal data 
relating to third parties. Disclosure of this information into the public 
domain would contravene the data protection principles contained within 
UK data protection legislation. 

Section 38(1)(b) is an absolute exemption and is not subject to the public 
interest test. 

 

Notice Under Section 17(1) FOISA 
Edinburgh Leisure gives notice under section 17(1) of the Freedom of 
Information (Scotland) Act 2002 that it does not hold: 

• An Equality Impact Assessment relating to the timetable changes 
referred to in your request. 

• Recorded information specifically assessing the compatibility of the 
reduction in Relaxed Swim sessions with Edinburgh Leisure's Equality 
Act 2010 obligations, inclusion commitments or accessibility 
commitments. 

 

Conclusion 
Partial Disclosure  

Edinburgh Leisure has provided the information it holds that falls within 
the scope of your request. Some information has been withheld in line with 
the relevant provisions of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 
and/or the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004, as 
explained above. 

Information Not Held  

Edinburgh Leisure does not hold the information requested. This has been 
explained above following appropriate searches of relevant service areas, in 
accordance with section 17(1) of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 
2002 / Regulation 13 of the Environmental Information (Scotland) 
Regulations 2004. 

This concludes your request ELIR00473.  

 

Right to Review and Appeal 
If you are dissatisfied with this response, you have the right to request a 
review and, thereafter, to appeal to the Scottish Information Commissioner. 

Further information about your rights is available on the Scottish 
Information Commissioner’s website: 
 



https://www.foi.scot/what-if-im-unhappy  

 

Publication Note 

This disclosure log entry has been published with personal data removed. 

 

https://www.foi.scot/what-if-im-unhappy
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