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Request:  FOI - Concession and Commercial Arrangements on Parks and Open Spaces 

Ref:  ELIR00467 Working Days to Respond: 16 

Received: 15.04.26 Responded: 07.05.26 

Legislation: Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 

 

Summary of the Request 

Your request seeks information relating to commercial and concession 
arrangements operated or facilitated by Edinburgh Leisure (EL) on City of 
Edinburgh Council (CEC) owned parks and open spaces. 

 

Response  

Outcome: Information Not Held  

Statutory provisions applied: FOISA: Section 17 

 

Preliminary clarification 

Edinburgh Leisure does not operate, manage, facilitate access to, or 
evaluate commercial concessions within City of Edinburgh Council parks or 
open spaces. Responsibility for parks and open space management, 
including any commercial or trading arrangements, rests with The City of 
Edinburgh Council. 

 

Response to your questions 

Question 1 

A list of all current concession agreements, licences, leases, subletting 
arrangements, partnership agreements, or any other contractual 
arrangements permitting third-party commercial activity on 
council-owned parks and open spaces. 
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Outcome: Information not held 
Edinburgh Leisure does not operate or facilitate commercial concessions 
on CEC parks or open spaces and therefore holds no such information. 

 
Question 2 

Details of any arrangements identified at Question 1 (location, operator, 
nature of concession, financial terms, duration, procurement method). 

Outcome: Information not held 
As no such arrangements are operated or facilitated by Edinburgh Leisure, 
no responsive information is held. 

 
Question 3 

Any internal policy, guidance, or criteria used by Edinburgh Leisure when 
evaluating proposals for commercial concession use of parks and open 
spaces. 

Outcome: Information not held 
Edinburgh Leisure does not evaluate proposals relating to commercial use 
of parks or open spaces and therefore holds no relevant policy, guidance, 
or criteria. 

 
Question 4 

Copies of any relevant contractual documentation relating to the above 
arrangements. 

Outcome: Information not held 
As Edinburgh Leisure is not party to, nor does it manage or facilitate, any 
such arrangements, no contractual documentation is held. 

 

Legislative basis for refusal 

In accordance with section 17(1) of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) 
Act 2002, Edinburgh Leisure confirms that it does not hold the requested 
information. 
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Advice and Assistance (section 15 FOISA) 

Under section 15 of FOISA, we advise that you may wish to direct your 
request to the authority responsible for the management of parks and open 
spaces and any associated commercial or concession arrangements: 

City of Edinburgh Council – Information Rights Team 
Email: informationrights@edinburgh.gov.uk  
Telephone: 0131 200 2340 

They will be best placed to advise whether the information you are seeking 
is held and can be disclosed. 

 

Conclusion 

Please treat this as a Refusal Notice under Section 17 in accordance with 
section 16 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA). 

This concludes your request ELIR00467.  

 

Right to Review and Appeal 

If you are dissatisfied with the response to this request, you have the right 
to request a review from us and, thereafter, to appeal to the Scottish 
Information Commissioner. 

Further information about your rights is available on the Scottish 
Information Commissioner’s website: 
https://www.foi.scot/what-if-im-unhappy  

 

Publication Note 

This disclosure log entry has been published with personal data removed. 

 

Appendix A — Refusal Notice 

Refusal Notice issued under section 17(1) of the Freedom of Information 
(Scotland) Act 2002 
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Edinburgh Leisure confirms that it does not hold the information requested 
in Questions 1–4 of your request dated 15 April 2026. 

The information sought relates to commercial and concession 
arrangements within City of Edinburgh Council parks and open spaces. 
Edinburgh Leisure does not operate, manage, facilitate, or evaluate such 
arrangements and is not responsible for the governance or operation of 
parks and open spaces owned by the City of Edinburgh Council. 

Accordingly, Edinburgh Leisure is issuing this Refusal Notice under 
section 17(1) of FOISA on the basis that the requested information is not 
held. 

In line with section 15 of FOISA, advice and assistance has been provided to 
help you identify the public authority likely to hold the information. 
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