
 

   
 

Edinburgh Leisure Head Office 
Meadowbank Sports Centre 
London Road 
Edinburgh 
EH7 6AE 
Email: foi@edinburghleisure.co.uk 
Edinburghlesiure.co.uk 
 
Registered Scottish Charity No: SC027450 
VAT Reg: 703 762 349 Company Reg: 179259 

Request:  Restricted Public Access/Locking of Kirkliston Grass Pitch 

Ref:  ELIR00463 Working Days to Respond: 16 

Received: 16.03.26 Responded: 08.04.26 

 

Request 
The Decision to Lock: All internal meeting minutes, emails, Microsoft Teams or other 
internal messages, and briefing notes where the decision to keep the gates to this 
grass area locked was discussed or finalised. 
 
Access Policy: Any written policy, internal memo, or management instruction that 
outlines the current criteria for public access to these pitches (i.e., why it transitioned 
from open access to restricted access). 
 
Revenue & Bookings: Any internal reports or "business case" documents discussing 
the potential for increased revenue as a reason for the fencing and locking of the 
site. 
 
Complaints & Incidents: A summary of any recorded incidents of vandalism, anti-
social behaviour, or maintenance or health and safety issues cited as the justification 
for restricting public access. 
  
Communications with Council: All correspondence between Edinburgh Leisure and 
the City of Edinburgh Council regarding the removal of this area from informal public 
use. 

 

Response 

Legislation: Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 

Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 

Category of response: Information Not Held  

Exemptions/Exceptions 
applied: 

FOISA Section 17, EIRs Regulation 10(4)(a) 

Response to Your Request 
 
1. The Decision to Lock 
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“All internal meeting minutes, emails, Microsoft Teams or other internal messages, 
and briefing notes where the decision to keep the gates to this grass area locked 
was discussed or finalised.” 

Response: 
Information not held – section 17(1) FOISA and regulation 10(4)(a) EIRs. 

Edinburgh Leisure holds no recorded internal documents (including meeting 
minutes, emails, Teams messages or briefing notes) evidencing a decision by 
Edinburgh Leisure to lock the fencing around the grass pitch area at Kirkliston 
Leisure Centre. 

The instruction to secure the area was provided verbally to on-site supervisors by 
the City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) Grounds Maintenance team, and no written 
instruction or internal decision record was created or received by Edinburgh 
Leisure. 

 

2. Access Policy 

“Any written policy, internal memo, or management instruction that outlines the 
current criteria for public access to these pitches.” 

Response: 
Information not held – section 17(1) FOISA and regulation 10(4)(a) EIRs. 

Edinburgh Leisure does not hold any written policy, internal memorandum, or 
management instruction that sets out formal criteria for restricting or permitting 
public access to the grass pitch area at Kirkliston Leisure Centre. 

No transition from open access to restricted access was documented through a 
formal Edinburgh Leisure policy or instruction. 

 

3. Revenue & Bookings 

“Any internal reports or ‘business case’ documents discussing the potential for 
increased revenue as a reason for the fencing and locking of the site.” 

Response: 
Information not held – section 17(1) FOISA and regulation 10(4)(a) EIRs. 

Edinburgh Leisure holds no business case, revenue report, or internal document 
linking the fencing or locking of the grass pitch area to income generation, 
bookings, or increased revenue. 
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4. Complaints & Incidents 

“A summary of any recorded incidents of vandalism, anti-social behaviour, or 
maintenance or health and safety issues cited as the justification for restricting 
public access.” 

Response: 
Information not held (summary) – regulation 10(4)(a) EIRs. 

Edinburgh Leisure does not hold any formal incident reports, complaint logs, or 
management summaries documenting vandalism, anti-social behaviour, or health 
and safety incidents that formally justified restricting access. 

By way of contextual information only (and not as recorded evidence), venue 
management were verbally advised by CEC Grounds Maintenance staff that there 
were concerns regarding: 

• dog fouling; 

• damage to the grass surface; 

• holes forming in the pitch, presenting safety and maintenance issues. 

These concerns were not recorded by Edinburgh Leisure in incident reports or 
formal documentation. 

 

5. Communications with the City of Edinburgh Council 

“All correspondence between Edinburgh Leisure and the City of Edinburgh Council 
regarding the removal of this area from informal public use.” 

Response: 
Information not held – section 17(1) FOISA and regulation 10(4)(a) EIRs. 

Edinburgh Leisure holds no correspondence with the City of Edinburgh Council 
(CEC) relating specifically to the removal of the grass pitch area from informal 
public use. 

While the fencing and surrounding infrastructure were implemented by CEC and 
their construction contractor as part of the associated school annex development, 
Edinburgh Leisure does not hold records evidencing formal correspondence about 
access restrictions following installation. 
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Searches Undertaken 
To respond to this request, reasonable and proportionate searches were carried 
out including: 

• enquiries with the Kirkliston Leisure Centre venue manager and supervisory 
staff; 

• checks of relevant email accounts and local records; 

• confirmation of whether management instructions or policies were issued 
or recorded. 

These searches did not identify any additional recorded information falling within 
the scope of the request. 
 
Advice & Assistance 
 
For completeness, some information relating to land ownership, grounds 
maintenance instructions, or decisions taken as part of wider development or 
education projects may be held by the City of Edinburgh Council rather than by 
Edinburgh Leisure. However, Edinburgh Leisure can only confirm the recorded 
information it holds itself and cannot comment on records that may or may not 
be held by another authority. 

 

Transfer or Advice under Regulation 14 of the EIRs 
Where Edinburgh Leisure does not hold the environmental information requested 
but reasonably believes that such information may be held by another Scottish 
public authority, regulation 14 of the Environmental Information (Scotland) 
Regulations 2004 allows the request either to be transferred to that authority or 
for the applicant to be advised of the name and address of the authority that may 
hold the information. 

In this case, some information relating to land ownership, grounds maintenance 
instructions, or decisions taken as part of wider development or education 
projects may sit with the City of Edinburgh Council rather than with Edinburgh 
Leisure. Edinburgh Leisure has not transferred the request, as it cannot confirm 
that the City of Edinburgh Council holds the information sought. However, if you 
wish to pursue this matter further, enquiries may be directed to: 

City of Edinburgh Council 

Freedom of Information Team 

Telephone:0131 200 2340 

Email:informationrights@edinburgh.gov.uk 
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This concludes your request ELIR00463.  

Please treat this as a Refusal under FOISA Section 17 and EIRs Regulation 10(4)(a) 
and notice in accordance with Section 16 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) 
Act 2002 and Regulation 13 of the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 
2004. 

 

Review Rights 

If you are unhappy with this response to your request, or otherwise unhappy with 
how we dealt with your request you have the right to request a review from us 
under Section 21 of FOISA and Section 16 Of EIRs by writing to: 

Information Compliance Section 
Edinburgh Leisure 
Meadowbank Sports Centre 
London Road 
Edinburgh 
EH7 6AE 
Tel: 0131 458 2100 
Email: foi@edinburghleisure.co.uk  

Your request should explain why you wish a review to be carried out and should be 
made within 40 working days of receipt of this letter, and we will reply within 20 
working days of receipt.  

Should you remain dissatisfied with the outcome of the review, you then have the 
right to make a formal complaint to the Scottish Information Commissioner. 

• Email to: enquiries@foi.scot  

• Post to: Scottish Information Commissioner, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Rd, 
St Andrews, KY16 9DS 

• Online: www.itspublicknowledge.info/Appeal 
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