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Request:  Request For Board Reports 

Our Ref:  ELIR00451 Working Days to Respond: 5 

Received: 28.11.25 Responded: 03.12.25 

 
Request 

“Please may I be provided with all Edinburgh Leisure board reports dating back as 
early as possible.” 

 
Response 
 

Legislation: Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 

Category of response: Refusal 

Exemptions applied: FOISA Section 12(1) Excessive Cost 

We aim to provide information wherever possible. However, in this case, the cost 
of locating, retrieving, and providing the information you have requested would 
exceed the upper cost limit set by the Freedom of Information (Fees for Required 
Disclosure) (Scotland) Regulations 2004. 

 
Why We Cannot Provide This Information 

Under Section 12(1) of FOISA, public authorities are not required to comply with a 
request if the estimated cost of doing so exceeds £600, as set by the Freedom of 
Information (Fees for Required Disclosure) (Scotland) Regulations 2004. This limit 
is based on a maximum of 40 hours of staff time at £15 per hour. 

Your request covers 27 years of board reports. Many older reports are archived 
externally, which would involve retrieval costs and time. Reports from 2008 
onwards are held on our network, but each report would need to be reviewed and 
redacted to remove: 

• Commercially sensitive information (Section 33(1)(b)) 

• Personal data (Section 38(1)(b)) 

This process is time intensive. 

 
Estimated Cost Calculation 
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Action  Description 

Number of reports per year: Approx. 36 (9 reports per meeting × 4 meetings) 

Estimated time per report: 30–60 minutes for redaction 

Average time per year: Approx. 13.5 hours (810 minutes) 

Total for 27 years: 365.5 hours 

Cost: 365.5 hours × £15 = £5,482.50 

 

This is well above the £600 limit. 

 
Advice and Assistance (Section 15) 

You may wish to narrow the scope of your request so that the cost falls within the 
£600 limit. This could be done by: 

• Reducing the timeframe (e.g., requesting reports for the last 2–3 years 
instead of 27 years) 

• Specifying topics or types of reports 

• Requesting only summary papers or decisions rather than full reports 

Based on our estimates, reviewing and redacting one year of reports takes about 
13.5 hours. At £15 per hour, that is £202.50 per year. To stay under £600 (40 
hours), you could request up to 3 years of reports. 

If you would like to refine your request, please contact us quoting the reference 
number above. We will be happy to assist. 

This concludes your request ELIR00451.  

Please treat this as a Refusal under Section 12(1) and notice in accordance with 
Section 16 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. 

 
If you are unhappy with this response to your request, or otherwise unhappy with 
how we dealt with your request you have the right to request a review from us 
under Section 20 of FOISA by writing to foi@edinburghleisure.co.uk  

Your request should explain why you wish a review to be carried out and should be 
made within 40 working days of receipt of this letter, and we will reply within 20 
working days of receipt.  
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Should you remain dissatisfied with the outcome of the review, you then have the 
right to make a formal complaint to the Scottish Information Commissioner. 

• Email to: enquiries@foi.scot  

• Post to: Scottish Information Commissioner, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Rd, 
St Andrews, KY16 9DS 
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